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Jake Backal is Vice President, Distribution at Research Affiliates. Jake joined

Research Affiliates in 2026 and supports global investor outreach to

institutional clients and strategic partnerships. 

Prior to joining Research Affiliates, Jake worked as a portfolio manager at

Wilshire, and at Legacy Advisors, 

Jake received his Bachelor of Science in finance from The Pennsylvania State

University. He holds the Chartered Financial Analyst® (CFA®) designation
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